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Honored guests, Instructors, Black -Belts, 
Students, Competitors and Friends.    

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to 
the 2008 Unified TaeKwon -Do Championships.  

 

I am honored to have you as friends and 
colleagues and would like to express my sincere 

appreciation for the personal encouragement 
and support I have received through  

my TaeKwon -Do journey  
these past 37 years.  

 

I look forward to many more years of 
TaeKwon -Do and I am confident that  

together, we will continue to  
build friendships through mutual support  

as we take the art to the next level and  
Kick it into High Gear!  

 

I thank God for my Family, for an Art that 
fosters relationships and for the opportunities 
this has presented for Ministry.               GMK   

 

Colossians 3:12 -17 
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The Kopperud Family:  
 

Carol Ann  
Christine, 3rd Dan  
Rachel, 2nd Dan  
David, 2nd Dan  

Matthew, 2nd Dan  

Grand Master Kopperud embodies the TaeKwon-Do tenets of courage 

and indomitable spirit.  He always expects the best from himself, and 

through that pursuit of excellence, leads by example.  

               Dr. Kishore Visvanathan, Senior Instructor, 3rd Dan 



On the occasion of your 9th degree promotion I'd like to express 

my best congratulations to one of the most impressive Taekwon-

Do masters of the world. There are very few people in the 

Taekwon-Do world, who have mastered all the tenets of 

Taekwon-Do in their professional and personal life,  considering 

your contributions to its development, spread and acceptance. 

Courtesy: the courtesy, which you earn from your students, you 

always and voluntarily give back. Integrity: your humble way of 

teaching and your willingness of learning from the smallest white

-belt are the best witnesses of your mastery. Perseverance: the 

best proof: the 8th degree demonstration with a broken footé Self-control: nobody 

trusts you more than your students when you do free sparring with them. Indomitable 

spirit: you have always trusted yourself and God to master every difficulty and thus 

become a master. By being a real and human leader you have also contributed so much to 

the development of UTIG in Germany, giving everything and receiving the gratitude 

and the friendship of generations of German Taekwon-Do people. I'm proud to say that 

you are my Grand Master and my friend. 

     

                           Grand Master Moris Ala Rashi, 8th Dan Black -Belt, Arnsberg, Germany 

This communication is in reference to our President and mentor of 

TaeKwon -Do, Grand Master S. L. Kopperud.  

 

Since our initial contact with Grand Master Kopperud, he has 

proven his total and unwavering commitment to the art of 

TaeKwon -Do. Under his guidance and leadership, all instructors 

have become more aware of the true essence of TaeKwon-Do, and 

have passed that knowledge on to their students.   

 

Grand Master Kopperud has demonstrated on many occasions his 

awesome physical abilities, which have served as motivation for students of all ages.  

 

Through his professional but personal attitude toward all, Grand Master Kopperud has 

shown qualities that prove he is not only a true òGrand Masteró, but a guiding light in 

the total world of TaeKwon -Do practitioners. I am more than proud to endorse his 

promotion to 9th Dan Black -Belt.  

 

       Grand Master D. J. Sias, UTI Southern Regional Representative, USA  

You, GM Kopperud, have proved to be of flawless character with 

unyielding perseverance and patience in all matters, never losing 

your temper with the slowest students, always a benevolent joke on 

your lips to cheer them up.   A role model for whole TaeKwon-Do 

generations!          Alfred Wallraf, UTI National Rep. - GERMANY 



Since it's establishment in 1989, UTI's mandate has 
been to unify  the "world" and "international" styles of 
TaeKwon-Do in the natural evolution of the art. Our 
goal is not to unify the WTF and the ITF politically; 
rather, it is to develop a style of TaeKwon-Do which 
incorporates the best from each of the two styles in a 
unified and superior method of training and education. 

Grand Master Kopperud began the unification process 
by introducing a step -sparring  curriculum which 
incorporated movements and combinations from both 
the "world" and "international" styles of TaeKwon-Do. 
These step-sparring combinations are a critical part of 
rank advancement and are suitable for use with either 
the WTF or ITF sets of forms. 
 
GM Kopperud then established a superb rank-based 
self -defense  curriculum, which incorporated 
techniques from other grappling and self-defense arts, 
and which continues to evolve as we learn more and 
more about the body and how it works. 
 
Thirdly, UTI developed a unique set of rank-based 
four -direction -kick  drills, exclusive to the UTI, 
intended for use throughout the color-belt curriculum. 
 
The final phase of UTI's curriculum evolution has been 
the development and implementation of our own set of 
forms , superior in design to previous forms, and 
suitable for use in "unified", "world" and/or 
"international" style schools. 

Unified forms utilize movements from both the 
ñinternationalò and ñworldò styles of TaeKwon-Do in 
conjunction with its own unique and more effective 
methods of training. 
 
For example, the first form ALPHA  ( the Greek word 
which means "beginning" ) consists of 24 movements, 
representing the 24 hours of the day, indicating 
TaeKwon-Do training is continuous and never-ending. 
This form incorporates movements from both the  
ITF International's Chun -Ji  and the WTF World's 
Taguek #1 , as well as the movements from UTI's own 
one-step sparring combinations and 4-direction-kick 
drills at the beginner, white-belt level. 

STORM, UTI's 6th Official Form, incorporates all new 
movements from the ITF's Gwang -Gae, Po-Eun  and 
Ga-Baek  as well as the WTF's Keumgang  form.   
The 94 movements of STORM include a 100% 
symmetrical display of 1st Dan Black-Belt  
TaeKwon-Do training. 

 
All Unified TaeKwon -Do forms:  
- are completely symmetrical : This makes them 
easier to learn and provides balanced physical training 
for the student. 
- begin and end on exactly the same spot : UTI uses 
the natural directions of North , South , East  and West  
in conjunction with a T-line (west & east) and a   
center C-line (north & south). The intersection of these 
lines mark the spot where each form begins and ends.  
- begin in a different position  than any other form: 
This makes each form easier to learn and easier to 
recognize. 
- ends in a different movement  than any other form: 
No two forms begin or end in the same way. 
- have a unique and universal meaning : The 
meanings of UTI's Official Forms are unique and 
universal, appropriate and suitable for use within all 
settings, schools and cultures. 
- incorporate all new movements from both the ITF 
& WTF forms from the same level. 
- include a natural progression of kicking 
techniques  
- are designed to be viewed from the front (north) 
position : This makes the forms easier to teach, easier 
to recognize, and much more suitable for use in 
examinations and competitions 
- take less space than many other forms making 
them more suitable for instruction in group sessions 
- designed for use at particular rank levels : UTI 
color -belt  forms are designed for use through two 
"gup" rank levels. For example; Alpha  is practiced by 
the 10th and 9th gup, Sun  is practiced by the 8th and 
7th gup, etc.  UTI has developed one Black -Belt  form 
for each "Dan" level up to Omega  which is practiced 
by the 4th Dan Black-Belt. UTI does not have a 
handful of "high-level" forms which very few would 
practice or even learn. 
 

Unified TaeKwon-Do International  

Curriculum Development 

GM Kopperud has taken the best from each main style and created 

UTI; a system and curriculum that is dominant to any that I have 

seenééGMK has been a tremendous inspiration to me, and has 

taught me so much which in turn makes me want to inspire and 

teach my students the same way.                 Chief Inst. Mike Forster 



Grand Master Kopperudôs unique and comprehensive 
forms are designed to be used in addition to either or 
both of the ITF and WTF forms, or as a replacement 
for those and all other forms.  UTI's forms can easily 
"stand on their own" but can also be used in 
conjunction with curriculums already in place. 
 
Instructors who are dedicated to the development of 
TaeKwon-Do and the quality of the program they offer 
are quick to include UTI's forms in their schools and 
organizations. 
 
When practitioners and instructors of TaeKwon-Do 
realize and experience the all-inclusive thoroughness 
and quality of the UTI forms, they do not hesitate to 
use them exclusively. 
 

WHO IS  

GRAND MASTER S. L. KOPPERUD? 
 

After training in TaeKwon-Do for only two years, 

Scott Kopperud gave up hockey to pursue the 

dream of achieving his Black-Belt, which he did 

two years later. Since that time, in 1976,             

he has gone on to become a Canadian National 

TaeKwon-Do Champion three times in both 

Forms and Free-Fighting, and twice in Board-

Breaking. Kopperud is certified in both the 

"world" and "international" styles of TaeKwon-

Do as a Master Instructor. With over six years 

experience as a high school teacher in the areas of 

physical education, English and special needs 

education, Kopperud has dedicated much of his 

time in the past 20 years to developing and 

refining the "Kopperud" system of TaeKwon-Do 

instruction. Dropping all other professional 

activities in 1991, he has dedicated his time solely 

to TaeKwon-Do, the expansion of his 30+ schools 

and the development of Unified TaeKwon-Do 

International. Kopperud travels often, giving 

seminars and providing quality instruction and 

support to TaeKwon-Do instructors world wide. 

Master Kopperud was examined and promoted to 

the rank of 7th Dan Black-Belt in 1992 in the 

United States by a panel of 12 TaeKwon-Do and 

Martial Arts Masters. This examination was 

 

GMK with his children  2005  
Christine   Rachel   Matthew  David  

witnessed and endorsed by over one hundred 

TaeKwon-Do Black-Belts. Kopperud was the 

youngest North American to achieve this rank and 

was the first to do so in both the "international" 

and "world" styles. 

On June 4, 1999 in Koln, Germany,  

Scott L. Kopperud was promoted to the rank 

of  8th Dan Black-Belt Grand Master by an 

International Panel of TaeKwon-Do Experts, 

Grand Masters, Masters, Chief Instructors and 

Instructors. Grand Master Kopperud was the 

youngest TaeKwon-Do practitioner to achieve 

this rank, which was awarded to him for 

dedication to the development and continuing 

evolution of TaeKwon-Do as well as his superior 

physical and technical expertise in the execution 

of the art.  
 

GM Kopperud was inducted into the  

 

INTERNATIONAL  

MARTIAL ARTS HALL OF FAME    

as   

2003-Canadian-Grand-Master of the Year 

in August 2003. 

Southern Martial Arts Inc. views Grand Master Kopperud as one who 

displays the epitome of what all martial artist should strive for. It gives 

us great pride and pleasure to endorse and attest to the promotion of 

Grandmaster Kopperud to the rank of 9th Dan Black Belt.   

       Southern Martial Arts Inc. Board of Directors, USA 

http://www.unifiedtkd.com/hall%20of%20fame.htm
http://www.unifiedtkd.com/hall%20of%20fame.htm


  

ALPHA, the first Unified  

TaeKwon-Do form, comes  

from the Greek word alpha which 

means ñbeginningò.  The 24 

movements refer to the 24 hours 

of the day and remind the student 

that training is continuous, never-

ending, as the end of one day is  

merely the beginning of another. 

Practiced by the  
White-Belt & 

Junior Yellow-Belt 

S 
W 

N 

E 

SUN, the 2nd Unified  

TaeKwon-Do form has 30  

movements and begins with  

the left open hand covering or 

shading the right closed fist,  

just as our own humility and  

gentleness govern our strength 

and power.  The yellow-belt reminds the student 

of the suns energy and light which nourish all liv-

ing things. 

Practiced by the Yellow-Belt 8th 

Gup, Green-Stripe 7th Gup and the 

Junior Green-Belt 

S 
W 

N 

E 

EARTH, the 3rd Unified  

TaeKwon-Do form has  

36 movements and begins  

with the hands pointing 

down to the green earth 

from which all were created 

and to which all will return. 

Practiced by the  

Green-Belt 6th Gup and  

Blue-Stripe 5th Gup 

S 
W 

N 

E 

SKY is the 4th Unified  

TaeKwon-Do form made up of 

56 movements. We begin and 

end looking toward the sky and 

heaven, through our hands, 

which symbolize the gifts and 

skills God has given us to protect  

and provide for ourselves and others. 

Practiced by the  

Blue-Belt 4h Gup and  

Red-Stripe 3rd Gup 

The diagram of Unified  
TaeKwon-Doôs 5th form symbolizes 

both the source (below) and flames 

(above) of fire. Just as the heat, energy 
and light of fire depend   on its fuel and 

spark, so does the intensity,  

direction and purpose of ones life  
depend on its foundation and spirit. As with fire, 

TaeKwon-Do can be a powerful tool when controlled, 

yet a danger when misused.  This form should  

demonstrate the strength and beauty of TaeKwon-Do.  

Practiced by the  

Red-Belt 2nd Gup  

and Black-Stripe 1st Gup 

STORM is the first form practiced by the 

Black-Belt, who has developed the skills 

 necessary to begin advanced training. The 
floor diagram, at first, represents avoiding 

challenges, and defying guidance and  

authority by moving right (NE) and left 

(NW). Like the tree that is made stronger by 

the winds, our character is built through the obstacles we 

face. Now, focused on the cross ahead (N), we are able to 

confront adversity and the storms in life, head on,  

strengthened, and confident of victory. 

Practiced by the  

1st Dan Black-Belt 

More impressive than his teaching ability and physical skill (which in 

my books is second to none) is the way GMK brings Christianity and 

a sense of family/community to TaeKwon-Do.  He has developed a 

school, a family, that is completely supportive and nurturing to 

everyone who walks into the dojang.    Blair Healey, 3rd Dan 



 

Thank You Sponsors  

 
Tournament Sponsor:  

 

H.E.I.R. Saskatchewan  
 
 

Platinum Sponsors:  
 

Nu-Tech. Industries 
Startco Engineering 
Johnson Controls 
Healey Athletics 

Orca Trailers 
 
 

Gold Sponsor:  
 

ProjectLine Solutions Inc. 
 
 

Silver Sponsors:  
 

Westcrest Embroidery Ltd. 
Leland Kimpinski LLP 

Dervilia Designs 
 

Bronze Sponsors:  
 

Heagy Altrogge Matchett LLP 
National Bank Financial 
BarnDog Light & Sound 

Invis Financial 
 

Patron Sponsors:  
In Memory of Herman & Rose Reschny 

Friends of Park Heights Pre-School 
William Booth / Wanita McCarthy 
Novakoski Quality Collision Ltd. 

CAMECO  Corporation 
AGRA Processing Co. 
Werezakôs Pharmacy 

David Nielsen 

The diagram of Unified TaeKwon-Doôs 
2nd Degree Black-Belt form, COURAGE, 

symbolizes how, when we face the many 

challenges of life, from all directions, we 
are able to hold our ground, impervious to 

fear and firm in our convictions.  

Persevering in faith, using the skills weôve developed, 
sets free the courage necessary to face lifeôs battles. 

The form ends in an open-hand on-guard position  

signifying our readiness and determination to  

defend our beliefs. 

Practiced by the  

2nd Dan Black-Belt 

The diagram of Unified TaeKwon-Doôs 3rd 

Dan Black-Belt form, signifies that the pursuit 

of wisdom is  an indirect and complicated path 
where the  North  point  represents the personal 

discernment one strives for.  The seven triangles 

created represent the seven tenets of TaeKwon-

Do and the path  to  Wisdom:  Honour - Discipline -  

Humility -  Patience - Charity - Discernment - Perseverance.   

The  form  displays  a direct pursuit of knowledge  

represented by vigorous techniques moving toward  the  

North  point.  The return  to  oneôs  beginning  at  the  end of 

the  form  symbolizes  the realization that ultimate truth is 

not an achievement fought for, but a gift received. 

Practiced by the  

3rd Dan Black-Belt 

Omega is UTIôs final form symbolizing our life 
journey. The floor diagram mirrors our Unified 
crest, a triangle within a circle. We begin by 
leaving the triangle to trace the circle using 
movements in progression from previous forms.  

Like a circle without end, life learning is a  
continuous journey.  We strive to reflect the 
tenants of TaeKwon-Do and the universal truth:  
ñDo unto others as you would have them do unto you.ò  
Despite our efforts we know our human limitations prevent us 
from living together in perfect harmony. Whether in thought, 
word, motive or action we rely on Godôs grace to live in peace, so 
we return to the triangle which represents the strength and       

foundation we find in God.  It is here on straight paths we find 
support, hope and renewal. ( Proverbs  3:5 ) 

Practiced by the  

4th Dan Black-Belt 

GM Kopperud has clearly demonstrated his perseverance and 

dedication to the martial art of TaeKwon-Do.  He has given it a  

new creation, a new beginning.  I fully endorse his promotion to  

9th Dan Black Belt on May 3rd, 2008.   

 Master Gary J. Baylor, 5th Dan Hapkido, 3rd Dan TaeKwon-Do 



 

EVENING  PROGRAM  7:30PM  
 

Welcome - Dr. Kishore Visvanathan, MC  
 

Opening Prayer - Rev. Harley Johnson 
 

Marion Graham Collegiate Drum Line  
 

Forms Demonstration: Alpha, Sun, Earth, Sky and Fire  
 

TaeKwon -Do Family Demonstration  
 

Control Techniques 
 

Sparring Gold/Silver Medal Matches  
 

Documentary Part 1 
 

Introduction of Honored Guests  
 

Self-Defense Demonstration 
 

UTIõs 4-Direction Jump Kick Demonstration  
 

Form: Storm 
 

Sparring Gold/Silver Medal Matches  
 

Documentary Part 2 
 

Form: Courage 
 

Sparring Gold/Silver Medal Matches  
 

Documentary Part 3 
 

Ladies Night Out  
 

Form: Wisdom  
 

Musical Form: David + Matthew  
 

Sparring Gold/Silver Medal Matches  
 

Form: Omega 
 

Sparring Gold/Silver Medal Matches  
 

Documentary Part 4 
 

9th Dan Presentation 
 

Finale  

Sadly if some traditionalists had their way, TaeKwon-Do would not have 

changed since its birth in the 1950ôs.  This is why we need the pioneer.  

They have one eye on tradition and one eye to the future.  Such a man 

is Grand Master Kopperud.  This is my professional opinion as 

TaeKwon-Do practitioner with 35 years of experienceé.It is unique in 

the world of martial arts for the student and master to learn and grow 

together as equals.         Master Norman McLinden, 7th Dan, USA Rep. 



  Unified TaeKwon-Do International ( UTI ) is a 

non-political international organization 

dedicated to the continuing development and 

evolution of TaeKwon-Do.  Students, 

Instructors and Masters  

world-wide retain complete  

control over their operations while receiving 

the quality resources, support and  

international recognition they deserve.  
 

The Seven Tenets of 

UNIFIED TAEKWON -DO 
 

Honor - Humility - Discipline 

Patience - Charity  

Discernment 

Perseverance 

Unified TaeKwon-Do 

Master's Oath 

 

I understand that this rank and title bring with 

them, not only honor and respect, but also an 

increase in duty and responsibility. I, therefore, 

commit myself to fulfilling these obligations and 

opportunities to the best of my ability using the 

gifts and skills God has given me. 

 

I pledge my allegiance and my loyalty to my 

instructor and to Unified TaeKwon-Do 

International, and will do my utmost to live by the 

tenets of the art and this organization: Honor, 

Humility, Discipline, Patience, Charity, 

Discernment and Perseverance. 

 

I acknowledge that this achievement, though the 

result of personal efforts, is made possible only 

through the support of others and by the grace of 

God. It is with gratitude, humility and 

determination, therefore, that I accept this rank, 

this title and this honor. 

Special Thanks To  
 
 

Dr. Kishore Visvanathan, MC  
 

Rev. Harley Johnson  
 

Marion Graham Collegiate  
- Drum Line - 

 
Saskatoon KTS Students  

KTS Volunteers & Officials  
 

UTI Black -Belts & Chiefs  
 

Linda Davis, Co -Producer  
ñBreaking Patternsò 

 
Leah Johnson + Chris Morien  

- musicians - 
 

Bryan McCrea + Derek Hyland  
- video + photo - 

 
Mike Reschny, First Aid  

 
Dwayne Bzdel, Equipment  

 
Saskatoon Host Families  

 
Blair Healey, Facility Liaison  

 
Christine R. Kopperud  
Tournament Director - 

 
Archie Robertson & the  

entire H.E.I.R. Family  
 

Dr. Vijay Bose, Chennai, India  
Orthopedic Surgeon  

Thank you for my new hip.    GMK  

Grand Master Kopperud has given generously and selflessly of his 

time and energy while working with the Mississippi organization.  

GM Kopperud has been the epitome of a gentleman and has 

exhibited the tenets of Taekwon-Do in every aspect of our 

relationship.    Master Instructor and Mrs. W. Allen Grantham, USA 



KOPPERUD TAEKWON -DO 
SCHOOLS ( Est. 1976)  &   
UNIFIED TAEKWON-DO 

INTERNATIONAL (Est. 1989)  
HISTORY 

 

I was an energetic child to say the least, active 

in sports, less interested in studies, and always 

eager to try new, exciting and unique activities.  

I certainly didnôt realize at the time that God 

was planting something that would be a big 

part of my life for years to come. I donôt think 

anyone realized it. 

Camrose was a hockey and 

baseball town some thirty-

five years ago, and you can 

bet I played both well. I 

dreamed, like many of my 

buddies, of turning ñproò 

someday, and we all 

collected the cards of those 

sports idols that had done 

so. My dad, who coached me 

for a few years, and my big 

brother, who set the bar 

pretty high, encouraged me 

to always do my best, which 

I did most of the time. When 

dad wanted me to ñdigò a little harder after 

the puck, I would hear his booming voice 

through clenched teeth breaking another of his 

many pipes. He gave up the pipe soon after, 

and although I didnôt hear the boom of his 

voice as often, I felt my parentôs love and 

support through every part of life. Who would 

have thought that over 30 years ago, a grade 

five Sunday School class, an encouraging 

teacher and an enthusiastic student would lead 

to an international organization with members 

world wide?  Well, thatôs just what happened 

in Camrose, Alberta, so many years ago. 

 

I was in a class of over a dozen energetic boys 

who needed the creative guidance of a gifted 

teacher to get us through Messiah Lutheranôs 

Sunday School curriculum.  Perhaps ñJudoò 

every third Sunday would help motivate us to 

work diligently the other two out of three 

classes?  It did, and that is when I first became 

so interested in Martial Arts. 

 

Ken Burlingame, Professor, Sunday School 

teacher and Judo man suggested that I check 

out the TaeKwon-Do club at the Camrose 

Lutheran College, which I did almost 

immediately. Classes were Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 7:00pm in the foyer of the gym 

and, sadly, were for university students only. 

For three weeks I went to every class, and 

watched, not so quietly, eager and determined 

to somehow join in.  Rick Billington, the club 

instructor, finally took pity on me and told me 

to line up at the back, pay attention and keep 

quiet. I did exactly that while a Korean college 

student, Sun Wai Cha, who happened to be a 

3rd Dan Black-Belt, took me under his wing. 

When Rick told me he wouldnôt be back at the 

college the next year I was devastated, but 

thankful to hear that his younger brother 

would arrive to take up the torch. GMK  1971 

Sun Wai Cha (Black-Belt)  Fintan Lee (right) 

Dear Scott,     

   Is there any end to your achievements?   

      You are one in a million.  Congratulations and  

  Godôs Blessing as you use your abilities to serve Him. 
   

                        Auntie Carolie 



I remember the old purple sweat suit I wore 

those first months at the college, and my first 

ñrealò uniform I received in the spring, which 

consisted of a homemade canvas Judo top from 

the Burlingame family, pants sewn from an old 

bed sheet by my Grandma Hagen, and a piece 

of canvas strapping from the Co-op for my 

belt.  I had arrived!  

 

The university term ended, and so did the 

college club, however, Mr. Cha taught a small 

group of high school students and teachers for 

the next couple of months. I rode my bike 

across town, twice a week, and never missed a 

class. I was the smallest in the class, and 

remember being knocked around a bit by my 

first adversary, a Hong Kong student named 

Fintan Lee. I havenôt seem him sinceé  

lucky for him.  

 

I was eager for the 

college club to start 

up again and was 

relieved when it did, 

and that Dave 

Billington let me join 

right away. Even 

though I was still the 

youngest and 

smallest in the class I 

was welcome and 

even included in a 

few demonstrations. I 

suppose I just picked 

up the broken 

boards, but that was enough for me and I was 

proud to be a part of this group and train with 

Dave until I reached Green-Belt. 

 

When Dave finished at the college, the club 

moved to the Sparling School Gym, where 

Master Chun Duk Ki of Edmonton would 

drive down or send an advanced student to 

teach the classes after I had lead the warm-

ups, which I was thrilled to do. I trained very 

hard that year and continued to advance 

toward Black-Belt, but in June of 1976 was 

advised that the Edmonton school would not 

be sending instructors in the fall. I was not 

about to give up, and hoped that even though I 

was only turning 15 in August, Master Chun 

would let me ñtake overò. 

 

I was doing quite well in hockey and loved it, 

but I knew (or I should say my dad knew) that 

I couldnôt play Rep. Hockey, take over the 

TaeKwon-Do club and keep my marks up in 

school. I was willing to let school go, but that 

didnôt go over with my parents, so I did the 

unheard of and quit 

hockey. 

 

TaeKwon-Do in Camrose 

would survive. 

 

So Kopperud TaeKwon-Do 

Schools began in 

September 1976, with one 

instructor and about a 

dozen students meeting 

only in Camrose, Alberta.   

1973 Dave Billington + GMK 

1975 Master Chun Duk Ki (left) + GMK (right) 

Little Brother Tim 
(left) today a  

famous architect. 

It takes a special person to be able to build an organization like Unified TKD International from 
humble beginnings to the stature the organization enjoys today.  The challenges of such an 
endeavor are formidableé.GMK has persevered and met all the challenges to come to this 
point in the history of UTI.  Grand Master Kopperud truly lives the tenets of Unified TaeKwon-
Do, and is an inspiration and example to all those who train, study and work with him.   
              Guenther Mueller, 2nd Dan, Yukon 



In these past 30 years our 

organization has produced 

over 150 certified Black-

Belts and has grown to 30+ 

schools serving Western 

Canada from Saskatoon to 

Whitehorse, offering classes 

to nearly 2000 students.  

 

I was still the smallest in the class and seemed 

to have to work twice as hard and kick twice as 

high. I looked forward to the day when I would 

be my tallest. I didnôt know at the time that the 

day had already arrived. I recall with 

fondness, however, those early years when 

mom & dad would take phone calls for the 

club and big brother Barry was always willing 

to take me to class, since I wasnôt yet old 

enough to drive. 

 

I have taught over 8000 students these past 

thirty+ years and thank God for the 

opportunity to get to know so many wonderful 

people through TaeKwon-Do.   

Iôm especially thankful for those who have 

become close friends and colleagues who 

continue to show their support and loyalty, 

both on the dojang floor and in life.  
 

While many begin the quest for Black-Belt,  

very few achieve the goal. 

Those who do will be the 

first to tell you they could 

not have done so without 

the support of their 

family, instructor and 

fellow students. A 

studentôs promotion to 

Black-Belt is based not 

only on their physical 

strength, skill and 

technical ability, but also perseverance, 

cooperation and a gentle spirit.  

I am so proud of all our Black-Belt members, 

past and present. I feel honored to have been 

able to train and share with them, this 

experience we call TaeKwon-Do. 
 

Our Camrose School grew over the next ten 

years and expanded as Black-Belt students 

opened branch schools throughout the 

province. 
 

By 1984 we felt it was time to expand 

internationally, sharing and gaining knowledge 

from other dedicated martial artists 

worldwide. After a few disappointing 

affiliations with other national and 

international organizations, we determined the 

most beneficial course of action was to form 

our own association.  

 

In 1989, Unified TaeKwon-Do International 

was formed with its headquarters in Camrose, 

Alberta and has since then grown to over 

10,000 members from more than ten countries.  

 

When my family and I moved to Saskatoon in 

1991, where I would attend university for two 

years, UTI headquarters moved with us, and 

Kopperud TaeKwon-Do Schools would expand 

into Saskatchewan. It was a rough beginning; 

however, God continued to bless us and once 

again, perseverance would prevail. 

 

After two months of TaeKwon-Do classes in 

Saskatoon with barely a handful of students, 

the roof of our facility, the John Dolan School 

Gym, caved in under the weight of a heavy 

snowfall. Quit?  I donôt think so. We moved 

classes to an old concrete warehouse on Minors 

Avenue in the north end, just in time for our 

first Saskatchewan winter and just in time to 

host some new UTI members from England. 
GMK 1979  2nd Dan 

GMKôs contribution to the creation of the Unified TaeKwon-Doôs 

progressive and evolutionary curriculum has earned him the status of 

an innovator in our art form.         

   

           Instructor Paul Nielsen, 2nd Dan 



Our few but dedicated students moved with us 

from one end of the city to the other, and our 

friends from the UK became our UTI 

Representatives for England and would go on 

to host many UTI seminars as well as our 1998 

Team Canada members. They would also 

return to Saskatoon two more times over the 

next ten years for training and examinations. 

 

By December 1991, we had moved, once again, 

this time to the A. E. Davies Building on Kelsey 

Campus, which would be home for the next 

several years. Our first Saskatchewan School 

would expand to nearly 100 students and 

would soon outgrow this beautiful facility. 

Outgrow, we did!  We were given ñnoticeò 

December 1st 1994, and in thirty days, in 

January 1995, Kopperud TaeKwon-Do in 

Saskatoon would take up residence at its first 

full -time facility, 405 Circle Drive. What a 

hectic time! What a step in faith! Iôve read of 

God working quickly, and mysteriously. What 

a treat it was to see it first hand! The old 

saying, ñIf you build it, they will comeò was 

never truer, and once again, Godôs blessings 

overflowed. 

Kopperud TaeKwon-Do School in Saskatoon 

would continue to thrive, as would Unified 

TaeKwon-Do International.  In the fall of 1999, 

a timely opportunity arose to expand our 

Saskatoon school and UTIôs headquarters.   

We moved in January 2000 to our present 

location, a state-of-the-art, fully equipped, twin 

studio facility. What a hectic time! What a step 

in faith!  
 

There have been many highlights in my 

Martial Arts career, and nearly all of them 

revolve around meeting and working with a 

wide variety of people. I enjoy the five year old 

who finds standing still a challenge, as well as 

the old dog wishing to learn new tricks. Itôs 

great to see someone accomplish something for 

the first time, which happens often in 

TaeKwon-Do.  

 

Itôs exciting to know the 

feeling, for example, of 

plowing through cement 

blocks, and know that one 

of your students is 

experiencing the same 

feeling as they succeed in 

what they thought was 

impossible. 
 

 

I enjoy watching young people come out of 

their shells, gain confidence and, for some, 

move on to the Black-Belt or instructor level in 

TaeKwon-Do. Some will even go on to higher 

levels and international competition. 

Grand Master Kopperud is one of those very unique people that can 

challenge people of all ages and abilities to be the best they can be;  

in first the art of Taekwon-Do and second as individuals.   

        

                Instructor Vince Russell, 2nd Dan 

KOPPERUD TAEKWON-DO - SASKATOON 1998 

GLENN FOX with a young DAVID PETERSON 

In Memory 
KEVIN GORDEYKO 


